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The  Dreamer
BRIGETTE ROMANEK’s 

solarium is her  
portal to another world

by LAUREL PANTIN    
photographed by  

WILLOW ROMANEK
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nterior designer 
Brigette Romanek’s 
motto when it comes to 
décor is “Try it.” In her 
opinion, eclecticism  
is the most enduring 
style, and so is not be-
ing married to any one 

look. “My house is my lab,” she says.  
“I try things out and test them all the 
time. My poor family has really expe-
rienced that!” The Laurel Canyon–
Mediterranean–style home she 
shares with her husband, director 
Mark Romanek, and two daughters  
is an expert blend of classic L.A. 
charm and Parisian flair. There’s also 
a heavy dose of rock-star magic—the 
house was previously a studio where 
bands like the Red Hot Chili Peppers 
recorded albums. When it comes to 
her favorite spot, Romanek is resolute 
in choosing the solarium. “I call it the 
Sunday room,” she says. 
“I go in there with my 
newspaper, magazines, 
tea, and breakfast, and 
it makes me feel like 
I’m in Europe.” Since 
travel is currently  
limited, she relies on 
the creative haven to 
help channel inspira-
tion. She’s filled the  
solarium with her mas-
sive collection of cof-
fee-table books, plants, 
and crystals. It’s where 
she daydreams and 
does research for  
projects. “This room 
really makes my mind 
travel, and I can dig in 
to what I’m doing,” says 
Romanek. “If there 
were a sign above the 
door, it would say,  
‘The Relaxing Room.’ ”   

I BRIGHT SPOT
Plants, crystals, and art books 
dominate Romanek’s space. 

STYLE IN

 It’s like walking into the Italian 
countryside. It’s just so nice.”

The New Black Vanguard: 
Photography Between Art and 
Fashion, by Antwaun Sargent, 

Aperture Foundation, $50; 
aperture.org.  

Circa Lighting 
sconce by 

Kelly 
Wearstler, 
$1,109; circa 
lighting.com. 

Pace dining table, $3,500; 
dispelaantiques.com.

One of 
Romanek’s 

many plants in 
her solarium. 

Jean-Michel Basquiat and 
the Art of Storytelling, by 
Hans Werner Holzwarth 

and Eleanor Nairne, 
Taschen, $200; 

neimanmarcus.com. 

Frederick 
Weinberg chair, 
$1,800/2; etsy 

.com/shop/
galerieantom. 

Energy Muse rose quartz point 
(ethically sourced from Madagas-

car), $13; energymuse.com. 

Benisouk floor pillow, $220; benisouk.com  
(15 percent of profits are reinvested in the 

development of Moroccan rural communities). 

Clare paint 
(Greenguard 

Gold–certified) in 
Golden Hour and 

Dirty Martini, $54/
gallon; clare.com.

The Home Depot 
planter pot, $29; 
homedepot.com.

Epiphone Pro-1 
acoustic guitar, $139; 

guitarcenter.com. 

Wayfair 
planter, $63; 
wayfair.com. 


